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An opportunity o make your own collection of Masonic ‘gems’ that will enhance your

Introduction.

knowledge of the ritual and its meaning.

Every month you will receive some Masonic questions and their answers that will
build into an amazing notebook that will last a lifetime.

The answers to the questions are sourced from a variety of authors that will give
you, the learner, a balanced outlook on Masonic ritual and symbolism. But first we
must acknowledge those brethren who, during covid, put tfogether the Great
Sussex Quiz, from which these questions were taken.

Start your collection and your journey today.

The 'West Wing' Learning and Development Team.

£9 Sussex Freemasons - West Group
L3 X
| 4 4 “The West Wing’
'\ (Bognor, Chichester, Clapham, Littlehampton,
/4 & \ Midhurst, Petworth, Pulborough, Steyning and
@ Worthing)

Now, are you sure
you have everythin?,
case,raffle prize, wallet,
extra strong mints
and white gloves?
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Entered Apprentice.

Question 1.

Why is the Candidate's k. made bare?

Answer 1.

Because the ground that you kneel on is holy ground.

Initially there was only one ceremony entering as a ‘fellow of the local fown or
borough’; becoming a Master Mason when you had passed through the Chair. So,
you came into the ceremony with both knees and your chest bare.

The reason why we have one knee bare for one ceremony and another for the next
is more modern invention to distinguish different degrees.

(Cryer. Let me tell you more)

The left-knee was bare because it was on that that you took your obligation. It has
always been considered the weaker side, and although the Obligation taken is
sacred and binding, it is considered imperfect without others which are to follow.
It was taken, therefore, on the left-knee, but the inherent weakness was
strengthened by placing the right-hand on the Volume of the Sacred Law.

The Moral: That through weakness we begin, by perseverance we shall strengthen.
(Solomon, Preparation of a Candidate)

(Cryer, William Preston and his works. Section 2, clause 6)

Question 2.

Why is he s.s.?

Answer 2.

a. Inreference to Ruth 4: 7-8 fo seal a contract.
(Cryer. Let me tell you more)
7.Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming
and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and
gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel. So when
the redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his sandal.”
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b. Inreference to Exodus ITI:1-15 concerning Holy ground.
5 Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the
place on which you stand is holy ground”

c. Asapledge of Fidelity and as a gesture of reverence to show our inability to
mount to higher things without guidance and support. Our Lodges being
consecrated are considered to stand on holy ground.

(Solomon, Preparation of the Candidate)

d. A slipper given was the sign of joining another family and the candidate in
accepting it becomes the member of this new family, the Lodge.
(Solomon, Properly Prepared (six steps))

Question 3.

Why is his |.b. made bare?

Answer 3.

In order to affirm the Candidate's gender, as none but free born men of mature
age can be made Freemason.
(Solomon, Preparation of the Candidate)

Also, to indicate there was no veil between you and your fellow Masons and that in
your heart there was no evil intention. However, it is also likely due to the universal
tradition that the heart associated with the left breast, is the seat of the soul;
thereby signifying the candidate's fervency and sincerity and to remind us that the
heart is the repository of our emotions.

(Solomon, An Initiates Preparation)
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Fellowcraft

Question 1.

What is the meaning of Passing?

Answer 1.

Graham MS (1726)

As applied to the Fellow Craft degree, the earliest known record is in the Graham
MS (1726), which for the first time refers to the three degrees, using the words
‘entered’, 'passed’ and 'raised’ respectively.

(Knoop, Jones and Hamer, The Early Masonic Catechisms, ‘The Graham
Manuscript’)

Prior to then a variety of different words were used for different degree
stages. It appears to be unlikely that there was any connection with ‘passing’ up a
winding stair, that word often being used in relation to the new third degree.
Let's look at various sources and their interpretation.

a. Pass between the pillars.
Up until the time of the union in 1813 the Antients had both pillars in the west
(represented by the two Wardens) to signify the entrance to King Solomon's
Temple. The craftsmen, in order to enter the temple to collect their wages, had to
pass between the two pillars before ascending the winding staircase. The first
Pillar representing the laws of man, whilst the second concerned the laws of God.
(Solomon. Between the Pillars)

b. Passing is “the journey through life"
"The first degree symbolically dealt with the birth of man and knowledge, including
knowledge of self. In the second degree, the focus is life after birth, the journey
through life, and the development of the self with its new found knowledge and
increasing wisdom.
(Solomon, Fellowcraft Introductory Leaflet)

(c) Nowadays, passing up by winding steps and passing into a m. c. to receive wages
due.
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(‘Emulation’ Second Lecture, Fourth Section and Frederick Smyth, A Reference
Book for Freemasons, 'Passing’).

Question 2.

Why, in the Questions before Passing, does the Candidate say that he was made a
Mason when the Sun was at its meridian and when he is then told that freemasons'’
Lodges are usually held in the evening?

Answer 2.

"The earth constantly revolving on its axis in its orbit around the sun and
Freemasonry being universally spread over its surface, it necessarily follows that
the sun must always be at its meridian with respect to Freemasonry

(Ritual)

Establishing that Freemasonry is universal.
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Corner Stone (Miscellaneous bits).

Learning Programmes:

‘The West Wing' Learning and Development Program.
Freemasonry is a Lifestyle Choice. Learn more through your Lodge Mentor, the
West Group web page or the L & D Team.

Solomon https://solomon.ugle.org.uk/
Mentors Notes: https://www.thesquaremagazine.com/mentorsnotes/
Facebook.

Sussex Freemasons - West Group - ‘The West Wing'
https://www.facebook.com/share/Tx388jy6JiYKfd4q/?mibextid=K35XfP

Web Page

To follow.

Learning and Development Team

Enquiries: stevegoulding@sussexmasons.org.uk
WORKSHORP.

There will be a workshop on Saturday, 30™ November, 9.30am to 12 noon at
Chichester Masonic Centre, 7, South Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1SY.

It is a workshop where the Assistant Officers of the Lodge, along with newly
appointed DC's and ADC's can reflect and share experiences, overseen by an
established practitioner.

If you would like a place please contact Steve Goulding.

Contact W. Bro. Steve Goulding - stevegoulding@sussexmasons.org.uk
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If you are not willing to
learn no one can help you.

If you are determined to
learn, no one can stop
you.

‘The West Wing’ L & D Team.
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