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Introduction. 

 

 

An opportunity to make your own collection of Masonic ‘gems’ that will enhance 

your knowledge of the ritual and its meaning. 

Every month you will receive some Masonic questions and their answers that will 

build into an amazing notebook that will last a lifetime.  

The answers to the questions are sourced from a variety of authors that will 

give you, the learner, a balanced outlook on Masonic ritual and symbolism.  

Start your collection and your journey now. 

The ‘West Wing’ Learning and Development Team. 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year. 
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Entered Apprentice. 
 

Question 13. 

 

What is the significance of the s..ps the Candidate is instructed to take to the 

pedestal? 

  

Answer 13. 

 

That his present upright intentions and his past well squared actions entitle him 

to receive the benefit of initiation into Freemasonry. 

 

Catechism:  

Q. How did you advance?  

A. By three steps, irregular at the time on account of his situation, but actually 

referring to three regular steps.  

Q. Of what do those steps consists?  

A. Right lines and angles  

Q. What do they morally imply?  

A.  That his present upright intentions and his past well squared actions entitle 

him to receive the benefit of initiation into Freemasonry   

(William Preston “The Lecture in the First Degree “ Section 1 Clause5) 

(University of Bradford: the Web of Hiram: Lectures of Craft Masonry, Section 

Two)  

   

All steps before he is shown the first regular step after his obligation are 

irregular whatever lengths they may be. 

(Cryer, ibid. p.10)  

 

 

Question 14. 

 

What is the significance of the Candidate holding the cs. During his obligation?  

 

Answer 14. 

 

A physical reminder to the Candidate of the seriousness of the obligation. 
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Catechism:   

Q. Why were the Compasses presented to your nlb at the time of your 

initiation?  

A. As the Compasses were then an emblem of torture to my body, so should the 

recollection ever prove to my mind, should I at any future  period be about to 

improperly disclose any of those Masonic secrets I was then on the point of 

being entrusted with. 

(University of Bradford: the Web of Hiram: Lectures of Craft Masonry, Section 

Two)  

 

“Because the lb is nearest the heart which is the most valuable part of a man 

and ought to be properly guarded.” “ That what is then a seeming pain to the b. a 

violation of the law renders a lasting pain in the mind”.    

(William Preston “The Lecture in the First Degree “ Section 1 Clause 6)   

 

Holding an implement of the old trade reminds him of that connection. 

(Cryer, ibid p.10)  

   

 

Question 15. 

 

What is the meaning of the word hele used in the obligation?  

b.  

 

Answer 15 

 

Hele means to hide, to keep safe.. 

(Solomon, Keeping our Secrets) 

 

   

Question 16. 

 

In some rituals hele is pronounced hail. What are the reasons given in support of 

each?  

 

Answer 16.  

 

The confusion over ‘hele’ is increased by its two acceptable pronunciations: 

‘hale’, and ‘heel’. For medieval stonemasons, a ‘hale’ was a type of enclosure, a 
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safe and secure place, and ‘hale’ became corrupted into ‘hele’ meaning ‘to keep 

safe’. Thus, when we promise to ‘hele and conceal’ our secrets, we mean we are 

promising to keep them secret, safe and secure. Emphasising loyalty and trust. 

(Solomon, Keeping our Secrets)  

 

To keep the rhythm of the text. Rhyming triplicities are common throughout our 

ritual to give emphasis to the matter in hand. 

(Harry Carr, The Freemason at work, Hele, Conceal,…’)  
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Fellowcraft. 
 

Question 9 

 

What is the symbolism of the Candidate supporting his l.a. in the angle of a Sq.? 

 

 

Answer 9 

 

In taking the obligation of a Fellow Craft Freemason the Candidate promises to 

keep the masonic secrets of the second degree and in supporting his l.a in the 

angle of a Sq. indicates he will “regulate his life and actions according to the 

Masonic line and rule and to harmonise his conduct in this life, so as to render 

him acceptable to that Divine Being from all goodness emanates and to whom he 

must finally give an account of all his actions”. 

(Ritual) 

 

It is also the position that “J. prayed fervently to the Almighty to continue the 

l of d that he might complete the overthrow of his enemies”. 

 (Ritual)  

 

Earlier forms of our Square had unequal arms similar in form to the Greek 

letter ‘Γ’’ (Gamma), the initial for either God or for Geometry.  This form was 

also known by Greeks as a ‘Gnomon’ (see Q 11 below.) 

  

Supporting the candidate’s arm in the square emphasises the importance of that 

emblem. And in the sns of this degree that same implement is suggested. 

 (Cryer, What do you know about Ritual, Commentary on the Second Degree - 

7th Pause Commentary)  

   

 

Question 10. 

 

Why is the Sq. so important to the Second Degree? 

 

Answer 10. 

 

It is a symbol of testing. Testing the work done on the rough ashlar to make it 

smooth and perfect.  
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The Level is to lay levels and prove horizontals. The Plump Rule proves uprights 

when placing them on their proper axis, but it is the square that tests the stone 

to prove it perfect. It is through education, the study of the seven liberal arts 

and science that chip away at the stone to make it perfect.  

To remind us to deal with honesty and justice in all matters. 

(Colin Dyer, Symbolism in Craft Freemasonry, pp.166/7)  
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Corner Stone (Miscellaneous bits). 
 

Learning Programs: 

 

‘The West Wing’ Learning and Development Program.  

Freemasonry is a Lifestyle Choice. Learn more through your Lodge Mentor, the 

West Group web page or the L & D Team.  

Solomon               https://solomon.ugle.org.uk/ 

Mentors Notes:      https://www.thesquaremagazine.com/mentorsnotes/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thesquaremagazine.com/mentorsnotes/
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Facebook. 

 

Sussex Freemasons – West Group – ‘The West Wing’ 

https://www.facebook.com/share/Tx388jyGJiYKfd4q/?mibextid=K35XfP 

 

Web Page 

 

To follow. 

 

Learning and Development Team 

 

Enquiries: stevegoulding@sussexmasons.org.uk 

 

Dates for your diary  

Saturday, 1st February, 2025, 9.30am to 12 noon, Chichester Masonic 

Centre, the rescheduled Learning and Development Workshop.  

 

This is the workshop that was cancelled on the 30th November, 2024 and has 

now been rescheduled. If you are available and would like to attend, can you 

please rebook through: 

W. Bro. Steve Goulding: stevegoulding@sussexmasons.org.uk 

 

Tuesday, 4th March, 2025, West Sussex Masters, 8963, Chichester Masonic 

Hall, Learning and Development Presentation, "21st Century Tools for 21st 

Century Freemasons."  

(Secretary; W. Bro. Simon Walsh: simon.ssw33@gmail.com) 

 

Saturday, 28th June, 2025, Worthing Lodge of Installed Masters, 9860, The 

Charmandean, Worthing, Learning and Development Presentation, "21st Century 

Tools for 21st Century Freemasons."  

(Secretary; W. Bro. George Woollard: georgec2507@outlook.com) 

 

If you have any questions or concerns relating to Learning and 

Development, please contact the L&D team at: 

stevegoulding@sussexmasons.org.uk 

 

 

 

about:blank
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If you are not willing to 

learn no one can help 

you.  

 

If you are determined 

to learn, no one can stop 

you. 
 

 

‘The West Wing’ L & D Team. 
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Notes. 

 


